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Plant Biosecurity Act 2010

ORDER DECLARING VICTORIA TO BE A RESTRICTED AREA
FOR THE CONTROL OF POTATO MOP-TOP VIRUS

I, Rosa Crnov, Chief Plant Health Officer, as delegate of the Minister for Agriculture, being

of the reasonable belief that the exotic disease potato mop-top virus (PMTV) is present within
Victoria, make the following Order under section 32(1) of the Plant Biosecurity Act 2010.

1

Objectives

The objectives of this Order are —

(a)  to declare the whole of Victoria to be a restricted area for the control of PMTV
in Victoria; and

(b)  to specify the prohibitions, restrictions and requirements which are to operate in
relation to the restricted area.

Authorising provision

This Order is made under section 32(1) of the Plant Biosecurity Act 2010.

Commencement

This Order comes into operation on the day that it is published in the Government Gazette.

Definitions

In this Order —

host equipment means any agricultural equipment used in growing, harvesting, processing
or transporting any host plant.

host material means any host plant or host equipment, or packaging that has contained any
host plant.

host plant means any potato plant or plant product, including processing potatoes, seed
potatoes, ware potatoes and potato plants in tissue culture, but does not include prepared
potato products such as potato chips and hash browns.

processing potato means any potato intended for processing into prepared potato products
such as potato chips and hash browns.

seed potato means any potato intended for planting or propagation including potato plants
in tissue culture.

ware potato means any potato intended for retail trade and human consumption as a fresh potato.
Declaration of a restricted area for the control of PMTV
The State of Victoria is declared to be a restricted area for the control of PMTV.
Affected plants and materials
This Order affects host materials and host plants defined in clause 4 of this Order.
Prohibitions, restrictions and requirements
(1)  The movement of any host material within the restricted area described in clause 5
is prohibited —
6)] from land where PMTYV is known or reasonably suspected to be present; or

(i)  from facilities storing host plants which are known or reasonably suspected
to be infected by PMTV.

(2)  Subclause (1) does not apply to a person who moves any host material under and
in accordance with a permit issued by an inspector under section 34 of the Act,
or the Secretary under section 34A of the Act, and complies with any conditions set out
in the permit.
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8 Inspector may issue directions

An inspector is authorised to issue a direction to a person owning or occupying any land
or facility found within the restricted area described in clause 5 requiring that person to —

(a)  collect and dispose of host plants or packaging that has contained any host plant under
the control of that person;

(b)  treat or destroy host plants;
(c¢)  not plant or propagate host plants;
(d)  clean host equipment owned or under the control of that person.
9 Expiry
This Order remains in force for a period of 12 months from the date that it is published in the
Government Gazette.
Dated 11 November 2025

ROSA CRNOV
Chief Plant Health Officer
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