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VICTORIAN WORKCOVER AUTHORITY
EXEMPTION
Occupational Health and Safety Regulations 2017 Exemption Number FOL/25/9748

1. I, Samuel Jenkin, Chief Health and Safety Officer, acting under regulation 537(2) of the
Occupational Health and Safety Regulations 2017 (OHS Regulations) and any and all other
enabling powers hereby:

(a)  exempt the activity listed in item 4 of this exemption (Activity) from complying with
the prohibition set out in regulation 223(1), which prohibits the use of asbestos.

2. I am satisfied in accordance with regulation 542 of the OHS Regulations that granting this
exemption will result in a level of health and safety that is at least equivalent to that which
would be achieved by observance of regulation 223(1) of the Regulations.

Term of exemption
3. This exemption takes effect on 5 December 2025 and ends on 31 December 2028.
Activity
4. This exemption applies to the use of fire doors in a workplace where —
(a)  the fire doors have been identified as containing asbestos within the door core, and
(b)  section 39C of the Dangerous Goods Act 1985 (DG Act) has been complied with.

5. For the purposes of Item 4, ‘use’ of fire doors includes non-intrusive modifications and
maintenance that does not penetrate the exterior of the door, as well as the typical day-to-day use.

6. For the purposes of Item 4(a) of this exemption, asbestos is taken to be identified when a person
becomes aware of asbestos in accordance with section 39C of the DG Act.

7. For the avoidance of doubt, this exemption does not apply to —

(a)  the use of fire doors identified as containing asbestos where notification to WorkSafe
is required by section 39C of the DG Act, and that notification has not occurred; or

(b)  any activity that involves penetrating the exterior of the fire door.
Conditions
8. Any person with management and control of a workplace where the Activity is occurring must:

(a)  enter into an asbestos removal plan in accordance with Part VIA of the DG Act, which
specifies the timing and process for removal of the fire doors and their replacement
with non-asbestos containing fire doors;

(b)  comply with the asbestos removal plan entered into with WorkSafe under Part VIA
of the DG Act, throughout the time that the Activity is occurring;

(c)  comply with all relevant obligations under the OHS Regulations, including Division 5
of Part 4.4, which outlines duties of employers and persons who manage or control
workplaces containing asbestos;

(d)  isolate the fire doors so far as reasonably practicable from any plant or other machinery
that could unintentionally penetrate the exterior of the door.

Definitions

9. Unless otherwise indicated, all terms have the same meaning as in the Occupational Health
and Safety Act 2004, the DG Act or the OHS Regulations.

10.  WorkSafe means the Victorian WorkCover Authority.
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11.  Fire door means a door required by the National Construction Code 2022 and defined

as a fire-resistant door set designed to protect openings in fire-rated walls and partitions.
Dated 5 December 2025

SAMUEL JENKIN
Chief Health and Safety Officer
for and on behalf the Victorian WorkCover Authority
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