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Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986
NOTICE OF DECLARATION OF ANIMAL WELFARE RISK DUE TO EMERGENCY
I, Graeme Cooke, Chief Veterinary Officer, as delegate for the Department Head of the Department 

of Energy, Environment and Climate Action, in accordance with section 20A of the Prevention  
of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986 (Act), declare that the welfare of animals within fire-affected areas 
is at risk due to the emergency of the January 2026 fires in the State of Victoria. This notice comes 
into effect on the day it is published in the Government Gazette and ceases to have effect 30 days 
after this notice is published.
Dated 13 January 2026 

DR GRAEME COOKE 
Chief Veterinary Officer 

Biosecurity Victoria 
Department of Energy, Environment and Climate Action
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