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Subordinate Legislation Act 1994
Electricity Safety Act 1998
NOTICE OF DECISION

As Minister responsible for the Electricity Safety Act 1998 (the ES Act), I give notice

under section 12 of the Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 that, further to public consultation
on a Regulatory Impact Statement (RIS), I have decided to recommend the making of the Electricity
Safety (Electric Line Clearance) Regulations 2026 (proposed Regulations).

A RIS and exposure draft of the proposed Regulations were open for public consultation from

15 December 2025 to 23 February 2026. Nine hundred and sixty survey responses and 87 written
submissions were submitted. These submissions were considered in accordance with section 11
of the Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 (the SL Act).

After considering the submissions and surveys received, I have decided that the proposed

Regulations should be made with amendments. In summary:

a.

b.

The proposed Regulations will replace the Electricity Safety (Electric Line Clearance) Interim
Regulations 2025 (current Regulations), which are revoked on 25 June 2026.

The proposed Regulations aim to support the safety and reliability of Victoria’s electricity
supply network by:

L prescribing the Code of Practice for Electric Line Clearance;

il. reducing likelihood of trees contacting electric lines and causing fire, electrocution
and other harm;

iii.  prescribing the standards and requirements for managing trees near electric lines; and

iv. prescribing certain requirements to assist responsible persons to meet their obligations

to keep trees clear of electric lines under the ES Act.

In response to feedback, the proposed Regulations improve the current Regulations
by making changes to:

. better balance safety risks with environmental and amenity considerations;
il. reduce unnecessary burden on responsible persons; and
iii. help build the evidence base to support and inform consideration of reduced minimum

clearance spaces in low bushfire risk areas in future remakes of the Regulations.
To build on the current Regulations, the proposed Regulations include:

. anew mechanism to trial reduced minimum clearance space (MCS) requirements, with
approvals and conditions to be determined by Energy Safe Victoria as the independent
energy safety regulator;

il. new record-keeping requirements for habitat trees for threatened fauna;

1. changed requirements to prepare Electrical Line Clearance Management plans from
annually to every five years, reducing burden on responsible persons; and

iv. streamlining requirements to use some exceptions to standard MCS distances.

The RIS assessed different options to mitigate the risks of harm from vegetation that is close
to electric lines, with the options developed through consultation with key stakeholders.
The RIS used a multi-criteria analysis to assess the potential impacts of each option, with
consideration given to their effects on Victorian communities, businesses, and regulators.

Option 3 is the Victorian Government’s preferred option for remaking Regulations
as it included targeted changes to improve effectiveness, efficiency and practicability of the
regulations and a new provision allowing trials of reduced MCS distances. This option scored
the highest in the multi-criteria analysis.
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g. A total of 1,047 submissions were received, comprising 960 survey responses and 87 written
submissions. All submissions have been considered in accordance with section 11(3) of the
SL Act.

h. In response to the feedback contained in the submissions and surveys received in response

to the RIS, amendments have been made to the proposed Regulations, including:

1.

ii.

iil.

iv.

Trials for reduced minimum clearance space — a requirement for Energy Safe
Victoria to notify submitters of a valid application to participate in a trial of a decision
no more than 100 days after receipt of the application; a requirement for Energy
Safe Victoria to provide responsible persons participating in a trial no less than
180 days’ notice of the revocation of approval or modification of conditions in an
approval (where such actions are not required for energy safety or reliability reasons)
or discontinuation of Energy Safe Victoria’s determination to undertake a trial;

Record-keeping for clearance of Indigenous and significant trees — reduced burden
on responsible persons of record-keeping requirements by scaling back the scope
of proposed requirements; proposed record-keeping requirements are now targeted
to responsible persons pruning habitat trees for threatened fauna species during
breeding season(s);

Amendments to translocation of threatened fauna — aligning provisions related
to threatened fauna with current best practice by removing the requirement
to translocate threatened fauna from habitat trees before pruning, allowing for
case-by-case handling; guidance material will be developed to assist responsible
persons to achieve better outcomes;

Electric Line Clearance Management Plans (ELCMPs) — explicitly defines
a ‘new’ management plan that supersedes any previous plan(s) made under these
or past regulations, reducing confusion related to conflicting ELCMPs.

Other amendments — updating the MCS exception pertaining to small structural
branches near insulated low voltage electric lines by introducing a formula which scales
the MCS distance gradually between span lengths between 40 metres and 55 metres,
aligned with the formula for calculating standard MCS distance for these lines.

. Submissions also raised matters outside the scope of the proposed Regulations. These matters
are clearly outlined and discussed in the accompanying Statement of Reasons.

The Electricity Safety (Electric Line Clearance) Regulations 2026 will come into operation
on 24 June 2026.

After the Electricity Safety (Electric Line Clearance) Regulations 2026 are made, they will be
published in the Government Gazette and available for download from www.legislation.vic.gov.au

A copy of this notice, the submissions received, and a Statement of Reasons which summarises
the issues raised in submissions received and the reason for the final form of the Regulations will
also be published on the Engage Victoria website, www.engage.vic.gov.au and available in hard
copy at: Energy Safety and Security, Energy Group, Department of Energy, Environment and
Climate Action, Level 3, 8 Nicholson Street, East Melbourne, Victoria 3002.

Dated 10 June 2026

LILY D’AMBROSIO
Minister for Energy and Resources
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